Civilisations of East and West             151

but also the small habits which often prevent and always
delay the accomplishment of great ends; in short, when he
persistently does justly, loves mercy, and walks humbly,
then he has a claim to be called religious ; and a nation which
has a large proportion of its people animated by such ideals
of life will be able to exercise more influence for good in the
councils of the nations of the world, than those which seek
merely material ends, or expend a great part of their national
resources on immense armaments.

It is a very curious fact in the development of the Western
mind, that students and professors of philosophy have, for
the most part, neglected the study of Eastern philosophy,
which had been developed into an elaborate system when
many of the countries of the West were still in a state of
barbarism. Eastern thought teaches us to alter our stand-
point and to look at the world from the side of unity, not
from the side of things. It adds to the interest of the
subject when we find that Eastern philosophy contains much
more than a glimmering of Western science, and one of the
chief things which that science teaches us is the important
influence of environment on physical, mental, and moral
characteristics. The Eastern mind has become what it is
under the influence of race, climate, economic and social
conditions, and religious teaching and practice, and these
differences will, of course, continue to make uniformity im-
possible even if it were desirable. Forces and influences of
all kinds are now at work which were quite unknown at any
other time in the history of the world, and they show that
an intellectual and spiritual fellowship between nations is
now a possibility. In an "awakened" East there will be
very important economic problems which will have profound
effects in social conditions and religious thought A careful
study of religious development, however, shows that the
fundamental ideas of all thoughtful men in all ages and in
all countries regarding ethics and religion are essentially the
same although they differ in expression.

Modern thinkers, for the most part, now believe that